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Can You Spell “Schindylesis”?
The Winning Word for Spelling Bee Champion Narahari Bharadwaj

By Kalyani Giri
HOUSTON: The word “schindylesis” spelt victory for 13-year-old
Narahari Bharadwaj who took home
top honors as National Champion
at the 2011 South Asian Spelling
Bee Finals. Narahari, formerly of
Plano, Texas, along with 19 top
spellers from 10 different regional
centers competed for the title and
a $10,000 prize at the Rutgers College Auditorium in New Jersey. The
event, taped live for broadcast in
over 119 countries worldwide on
Sony Entertainment Television, was
organized by leading South Asian
advertising firm, Touchdown Media
Inc., and sponsored by MetLife, a
leading provider of insurance, employee benefits and other financial
services. Narahari impressed the
panel of judges as he effortlessly
spelt words such as “logaoedic” and
“phthirophagous” with consummate
ease. For the high-achieving teen,
who has taken courses in French,
Japanese, Greek, and Latin, etymology is his passion.
The event was open to youngsters
up to 14 years of age and was held
in 10 regional centers across the
United States. These areas included,
New Jersey, DC Metro area, Dallas,
Houston, Chicago, New York, Boston, Los Angeles and the Bay Area.
The contest was conducted in written
and oral format at the regional levels, which served as the elimination
as well as selection process for the
finalists.
“Its heartwarming to see such talent year after year. Heartiest congratulations to Narahari and all the
spellers”, said Rahul Walia, CEO,
Touchdown Media Inc. and founder
of the South Asian Spelling Bee.
Stuti Mishra from West Melbourne,
Florida, was the first runner-up and
Chetan Reddy from Plano, Texas,
was the second runner-up.
“Over the past four years, South

Narahari Bharadwaj

Asian Spelling Bee has been consistently making a positive impact
amongst the youth across the US.
Sony Entertainment Television Asia
is pleased to have been associated
with this initiative from the beginning and to be able to broadcast
this exciting event to all its viewers around the globe,” said Jaideep
Janakiram, Head of SETelevision,
North America.
Narahari is the son of Vyjayanthi
and Bhagavan Bharadwaj, both in
the IT industry. The family relocated
to Devon, Pennsylvania recently
their older daughter Vybhavi joined
as a freshman at the Wharton School
of Business. Narahari is a ninth
grader at the prestigious Conestoga
At Berwyn High School located in
Tredyffrin Township, Pennsylvania;
the school graduates advance 96%
of students, many into Ivy League

is working on a book that will help
other aspiring spellers. Comprehensive and in several categories of
words, the book will trace the roots
of words and connect them to their
languages of origin.
A longtime competitor at spelling bees, Narahari enjoyed another
victory this past weekend, when he
placed second at North South Foundation Spelling Bee. An all-rounder,
he has also been participating in
Math Competitions and Science
Fairs, Science Olympiads and has
made it to State Math Counts, State
Science Fair, and also won the silver
medal twice at International Science
Project Olympiad at Houston; he
plays basketball and tennis, and is a
keen chess player. What was Narahari’s reaction when he first heard the
word that determined his victory?
“It was a familiar word,” said
Narahari, who hasn’t quite decided
on a possible future career as yet.
“I was pretty happy as I knew the
language roots. Winning felt like a

From left: Rahul Walia, Founder of the South Asian Spelling Bee;
MetLife brand icon Snoopy with National Champion Narahari
Bharadwaj; John Derbick, Assistant Vice President of Advertising
and Brand Management at MetLife & Laurel Daring, Assistant Vice
President of Marketing at MetLife.

schools. The young man who will
turn 14 soon, will not be eligible to
participate in spelling bees in future,
a fact that saddens him; instead, he

dream come true!”
He intends splurging a little with
the prize money and saving the
rest.
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